
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME ~ 5th July 2026  
Readings: Zechariah 9: 9-10 | Ps. 145 | Romans 8: 9, 11-13 | Matthew 11: 25-30

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel comes after a discourse in which Jesus reproaches people 
who have witnessed His mighty deeds yet still lack belief. In this context, today’s Gospel explains the 
reason for this unbelief and reveals what is necessary for faith. Today’s Gospel also continues to 
enhance our understanding of discipleship as last week’s Gospel did.

Jesus first prays in thanksgiving to God who has made Himself known to Jesus’ disciples. He praises 
God who has made Himself known to the “little ones” and not to the wise and learned. As in other 
recent readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made here between the unbelieving Pharisees, 
who are wise and learned, and the faithful disciples, tax collectors, and sinners with whom Jesus 
keeps company.

The second part of this reading calls to our attention the unity between the Father and the Son. God 
has made Himself known through Jesus, and in knowing Jesus, we come to know the Father. In 
Jesus’ life and in His person, God reveals Himself to us.

In the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ teaching is again contrasted to the teaching of 
the  Pharisees.  This  common  theme  of  Matthew’s  Gospel  probably  reflects  tension  that  existed 
between Jesus and the Pharisees and between the Pharisees and the community of Christians for 
whom  Matthew  wrote.  Pharisaic  Judaism  became  the  predominant  form  of  Judaism  after  the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem about 70 AD. Here that tension is expressed as alternative 
paths  of  holiness.  The  careful  observance of  the  Mosaic  law taught  by  the  Pharisees  could  be  
experienced by some as difficult and burdensome. In contrast, Jesus’ way of holiness is presented as 
uncomplicated and even restful.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Tetelestai Inner Healing Ministries invites you with family and friends to an Inner Healing retreat 
from 23rd July to 27th July 2026 at St. Dominic’s Church, 34 Bolton St, Blockhouse Bay. A journey with 
Christ to release past hurts, nurture your emotional well-being, and receive a deep sense of peace. 
Come and begin your path to experience your renewed joy in Christ. “No eye has seen, no ear has  
heard, no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love Him.” No Registration. 
Koha will be collected. BYO: Bible, notebook, lunch. For further details, contact Betsy 0211653856 or 
Reggis 0274040129, or email: jesuslightinnerhealingministry@gmail.com

Retreat: St John of the Cross, Catholic Saint and Mystic. The Auckland Community for Christian 
Meditation is running a retreat at the St Francis Retreat Centre (the Friary) over the weekend of July 
17 to 19. Led by Fr Frank Bird SM, the retreat will  explore important themes around prayer, the 
experience of growing in union with God, and the journey of transformation drawn from St John’s 
writings. To register go to christianmeditationnz.org.nz/community-days-retreats 

The  Beginning  Experience: “ALONE  AGAIN?”  A weekend  away  to  help  those  suffering  the 
heartache of separation, divorce, or widowhood on  21-23 August. The Beginning Experience is a 
non-profit organisation that provides support for the grieving, single again, and offers an opportunity  
to turn the pain of loss into an experience of positive growth. The cost for 2 nights accommodation, 
meals, and materials and follow up event is $350 with EARLY BIRD cost 
$325 if paid by 8th July. For further information, please phone Karena 
(evenings) on 021 802352. www.beginningexperience.org.nz 

Evangelion  NZ  is  proud  to  present  Dr  Robert  Haddad,  a  Catholic 
teacher, evangelist and apologist from the Sydney Diocese. His most 
popular books, Defend the Faith! and 1001 Reasons Why It's Great to 
Be Catholic! aim to promote the Catholic faith and bring about a deeper 
understanding of Catholicism. Join us for a special series of talks. All are 
welcome to attend these free events:  Fri 17 July – 7:30pm The Seven 
Surprises of the Eucharist at St  Addai Chaldean Catholic Church, 505 
Great South Rd, Manukau. Sat 18 July – 1:00pm–4:00pm, The Tree of 
Life,  The Medicine of Immortality at Holy Family Catholic Church.  94 
Taikata Road, Te Atatū. Sat 18 July – 6:00pm.  The Seven Surprises of 
the Eucharist.  Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 66 Main Hwy, 
Ellerslie. 
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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