St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME ~ 5™ July 2026

Readings: Zechariah 9: 9-10 | Ps. 145 | Romans 8: 9, 11-13 | Matthew 11: 25-30

a

Gospel Reflection

Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel comes after a discourse in which Jesus reproaches people
who have witnessed His mighty deeds yet still lack belief. In this context, today’s Gospel explains the
reason for this unbelief and reveals what is necessary for faith. Today’s Gospel also continues to
enhance our understanding of discipleship as last week’s Gospel did.

Jesus first prays in thanksgiving to God who has made Himself known to Jesus’ disciples. He praises
God who has made Himself known to the “little ones” and not to the wise and learned. As in other
recent readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made here between the unbelieving Pharisees,
who are wise and learned, and the faithful disciples, tax collectors, and sinners with whom Jesus
keeps company.

The second part of this reading calls to our attention the unity between the Father and the Son. God
has made Himself known through Jesus, and in knowing Jesus, we come to know the Father. In
Jesus' life and in His person, God reveals Himself to us.

In the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ teaching is again contrasted to the teaching of
the Pharisees. This common theme of Matthew’s Gospel probably reflects tension that existed
between Jesus and the Pharisees and between the Pharisees and the community of Christians for
whom Matthew wrote. Pharisaic Judaism became the predominant form of Judaism after the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem about 70 AD. Here that tension is expressed as alternative
paths of holiness. The careful observance of the Mosaic law taught by the Pharisees could be
experienced by some as difficult and burdensome. In contrast, Jesus’ way of holiness is presented as
uncomplicated and even restful.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Estimated Costs

Item Estimated Cost

| g : Projector / TV $5.000+

/ L.,__ - -__j\ Sound System $10.000+

3 . Microphones $2.500

t # Speakers $5.000

= = Amplifier $3.000
e Lapel Microphone $2.000

We are renovating our old Hall into a temporary Sanctuary Furniture $5.000+
Church for Sunday Masses... Tabernacle Stand $5.000

Cost to be confirmed
Cost to be confirmed

Flower Stands

If you wish to make a contribution to the Hall Priest's Chairs

Renovation Fund, below is the parish bank Lectern Cost to be confirmed

account details for this project. You get ¥5 back Work and Priest Sacristy

of your donation from Inland Revenue. Cupboards $5.000
Wall Cabinets $2.000

Bank: BNZ Benchtop $2.000

Account name: St Mary the Immaculate Bench Drawers $5.000

Conception Avondale Two Heat Pumps $8.000

Account number: 02-0108-0706996-003 Large Expenses

Particulars: (your first initial and last name) Option 1: New tin roof $56.500

Referencei HALL Option 2: Exterior painting $32.000

(Tax receipts upon request to the Parish Office).

Tetelestai Inner Healing Ministries invites you with family and friends to an Inner Healing retreat
from 23 July to 27" July 2026 at St. Dominic’s Church, 34 Bolton St, Blockhouse Bay. A journey with
Christ to release past hurts, nurture your emotional well-being, and receive a deep sense of peace.
Come and begin your path to experience your renewed joy in Christ. “No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love Him.” No Registration.
Koha will be collected. BYO: Bible, notebook, lunch. For further details, contact Betsy 0211653856 or
Reggis 0274040129, or email: jesuslightinnerhealingministry@gmail.com

Retreat: St John of the Cross, Catholic Saint and Mystic. The Auckland Community for Christian
Meditation is running a retreat at the St Francis Retreat Centre (the Friary) over the weekend of July
17 to 19. Led by Fr Frank Bird SM, the retreat will explore important themes around prayer, the
experience of growing in union with God, and the journey of transformation drawn from St John’s
writings. To register go to christianmeditationnz.org.nz/community-days-retreats

The Beginning Experience: “ALONE AGAIN?” A weekend away to help those suffering the
heartache of separation, divorce, or widowhood on 21-23 August. The Beginning Experience is a
non-profit organisation that provides support for the grieving, single again, and offers an opportunity
to turn the pain of loss into an experience of positive growth. The cost for 2 nights accommodation,

meals, and materials and follow up event is $350 with EARLY BIRD cost
$325 if paid by 8" July. For further information, please phone Karena 010 Jo_g-é.p

(evenings) on 021 802352. www.beginningexperience.org.nz 6{/‘/,-«‘;\ 'Sr___
Evangelion NZ is proud to present Dr Robert Haddad, a Catholic . X2/ v

teacher, evangelist and apologist from the Sydney Diocese. His most
popular books, Defend the Faith! and 1001 Reasons Why It's Great to
Be Catholic! aim to promote the Catholic faith and bring about a deeper Bt

understanding of Catholicism. Join us for a special series of talks. All are Prayecto:5% Jossoh
welcome to attend these free events: Fri 17 July — 7:30pm The Seven
Surprises of the Eucharist at St Addai Chaldean Catholic Church, 505
Great South Rd, Manukau. Sat 18 July — 1:00pm—4:00pm, The Tree of
Life, The Medicine of Immortality at Holy Family Catholic Church. 94
Taikata Road, Te Atatd. Sat 18 July — 6:00pm. The Seven Surprises of
the Eucharist. Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 66 Main Hwy,
Ellerslie.

O Saint Joseph, do assist us by
your powerful intercession
and obtain for us our parish

Church.

And thus, having experienced
your heavenly power here
below may we praise God our
Father in Heaven. Amen
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Exploring the Mystery:

A deep dive into the Eucharist

Featuring Special Guest Speaker:

DR. ROBERT HADDAD

GENESIS 111

PRE-HISTORY, MYPHOLOGY &
THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION

~

TALK
F RI « THE SEVEN SURPRISES OF THE
EUCHARIST

‘|7 J U L St Addai Chaldean Catholic Church
505 Great South Rd
'730pm Manukau

TALKS:
SAT « THE TREE OF LIFE
+ THE MEDICINE OF IMMQRTALITY:
'|8 J U |_ Holy Family Catholic Church
100-4.00PM 94 Taikata Road

TALK
SAT * THE SEVEN SURPRISES OF THE

WEDNESDAYS
10:30AM TO 1145AM i
t5 JULY, 22 JULY, 29 JULY
TeAtat & 5 AUGUST 2026

]
A SE]U;/S OF TALKS PRESENTED BY

N T

EUCHARIST ST MICHAEI;{CHURCH CRYPT. ,

'|8 J U |_ Our Lady of the Immaculate

600pm Conception

6 BEATRICE RD, REMUERA

ST. MIC |.-\1'.t“sf%

Encyclical Letter - Magnifica Humanitas
of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV On Safeguarding the
Human Person in the Time of Artificial Intelligence.

Join us to read and reflect on Pope Leo’s own words
together on Zoom Wednesdays: July 8, 15,22 & 29
7.00pm = 7.30pm

For the Zoom link or further information
please contact:
Dianna Fouhy diannaf@cda.org.nz

REGISTER NOW



https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026

~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

CELEBRATION

WEEKEND
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP

Engaged & Planning a Wedding?

Catholic Diocese of Auckland
Approved Marriage Preparation Course

Book your Marriage Preparation Course EARLY
{1 year for NZ and 18 months for overseas Weddings)

Register & Book here:
https: www aucklandcatholic.arg.nz/discipleship/our-courses’

5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT FALZON
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE
AUTHOR ‘Importance of a present dad’

For more information, contact Gerry:
Email: germysfcda.org.nz | Meobile: 021 02247442

ALL MEN WELCOME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

SAFE PARISH - SAFE GUARDING

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated
with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 230 3285
Greg Sulllvan Q21 437 747

hatpsa menfore histwulog.combarmaoshus-4 i
¥

is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi. kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email: safeguardinerep®avondalecatholicora.nz. You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
0800 114 442 You may also contact the Police 111.

Alpha

DATING. ENGAGED. AND MARRIED

6" August - 1°* October
L viaZoom
e e srennow

For more information, email
gerrys@cda.org.nz

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale ~ [Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed
Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:
Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001 |Phone: (09) 828 5599

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004
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