
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME ~ 28th June 2026  
Readings: 2Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16 | Ps. 89 | Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11 | Matthew 8: 5-17

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

Today’s Gospel  is  the conclusion of  the instructions and consolations that  we have heard Jesus 
offering to His disciples during the past few weeks. In this passage, Jesus summarizes both the costs 
of  discipleship and its  rewards.  Once again our  understanding of  the Gospel  is  strengthened by 
considering the context in which it was written and the perspective of Matthew’s audience.

The conditions of discipleship outlined in Matthew’s Gospel may appear harsh. Yet they underline for  
us a truth – choosing anything with one’s whole heart has consequences. Choosing life with Christ  
means that every relationship we have must be understood from a new perspective. For many in 
Matthew’s community, this choice brought division to their family.

Matthew also outlines the reward of hospitality offered to Jesus’ followers. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
explains the difficulties of discipleship, yet reveals that those who welcome the disciples have also 
welcomed Him.

Today’s Gospel also highlights for us the importance of hospitality in the Christian life. To welcome 
another in Jesus’ name is to extend hospitality to Jesus Himself. We have many opportunities in our  
daily life to reach out to others, to be a welcoming presence and a sign of God’s love.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass on Friday 3rd July, 7.00pm, at St Mary’s Parish, 20 Kitenui 
Avenue, Mt Albert: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet of Mercy (sung), Benediction, 
Mass, followed by Veneration of St Faustina’s relic. All welcome.

Parishioners are invited to join the priests for the Clergy Jubilee Mass on Tuesday 30 June at 11am 
– Christ the King Parish, Owairaka.

Marriage Preparation Programme: The Catholic Diocese of   Auckland are looking for volunteers to 
facilitate  the  Marriage  Preparation  Programme;  the  training  is  starting  soon.  If  you  have  been 
married for  5  years  plus  and feel  drawn to  helping engaged couples please call  Gerry  on 021 
02247442.

The  Beginning  Experience: “ALONE  AGAIN?”  A weekend  away  to  help  those  suffering  the 
heartache of separation, divorce, or widowhood on  21-23 August. The Beginning Experience is a 
non-profit organisation that provides support for the grieving, single again, and offers an opportunity  
to turn the pain of loss into an experience of positive growth. The cost for 2 nights accommodation, 
meals, and materials and follow up event is $350 with EARLY BIRD cost $325 if paid by 8 th July. For 
further  information,  please  phone  Karena  (evenings)  on  021  802352. 
www.beginningexperience.org.nz 

World  Youth  Day  Auckland  2026: 10:00am-8:30pm  Saturday 1st 
August at Victory Convention Centre. Join over 1,800 young  Catholics 
at Victory Convention Centre for World Youth Day   Auckland 2026 - a 
massive, joy-filled day of faith, community and WITNESS.   Inspired by 
the Scripture chosen for the 40th World Youth Day,  “You also are my 
witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event 
is about fixing our gaze on  Jesus and becoming courageous witnesses 
of  Christ  in  our  world.  For  more  info  and  to  register  go 
to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

WYD 2027 Webinars: In preparation for World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul 
Korea, Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College invites young people 
and everyone to grow in their faith, hope, and missionary discipleship, 
with this year’s webinar series,  “Take Courage! I  have overcome the 
world” (John 16: 33). More info: www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026 
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Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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