St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

TWELFTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME ~ 21 June 2026

Readings: Jeremiah 20: 10-13 | Ps. 69 | Romans 5: 12-15 | Matthew 10: 26-33

J

Gospel Reflection

We read today’s Gospel in the context of last week’s Gospel in which Jesus sent the twelve disciples
to proclaim the kingdom of heaven. In between last week’s reading and today’s reading, Jesus has
predicted that the disciples will face difficulties in their mission. Many people will not receive them
well, even within the land of Israel. Even family members will turn away from the disciples because of
the disciples’ commitment to Jesus and the kingdom. Today’s Gospel offers the disciples consolation
against this difficult truth.

This section of Matthew’s Gospel should be read in the context of Matthew’s intended audience, a
Jewish-Christian community. The Gospel alludes to the dangers and persecutions that this community
has most likely already faced and will continue to face. To reassure this community, Matthew recalls
for them the encouraging words of Jesus that we read today.

In this Gospel passage, Jesus might be understood as putting suffering in perspective. The disciples
of Jesus are called upon to keep their focus on God. Those who can harm the body do not have
ultimate power; God does. Still persecution and suffering can not be avoided or prevented. But Jesus
reassures His disciples that God knows and cares about what happens to His children.

We might not face the same type of persecution, but we do experience difficulties as we endeavour to
live a Christian life. Sometimes we let the opinions of others prevent us from doing what we know to
be right. We need the reminder that what God thinks about us is more important. We are reassured
by the promise that God cares for us and protects us.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Estimated Costs

Item Estimated Cost
Projector / TV $5.000+
Sound System $10.000+
Microphones $2.500
Speakers $5.000
Amplifier $3.000
Lapel Microphone $2.000
We are renovating our old Hall into a temporary Sanctuary Furniture $5.000+
Church for Sunday Masses... Tabernacle Stand $5.000

Cost to be confirmed
Cost to be confirmed

Flower Stands

If you wish to make a contribution to the Hall Priest's Chairs

Renovation Fund, below is the parish bank Lectern Cost to be confirmed

account details for this project. You get ¥5 back Work and Priest Sacristy

of your donation from Inland Revenue. Cupboards $5.000
Wall Cabinets $2.000

Bank: BNZ Benchtop $2.000

Account name: St Mary the Immaculate Bench Drawers $5.000

Conception Avondale Two Heat Pumps $8.000

Account number: 02-0108-0706996-003 Large Expenses

Particulars: (your first initial and last name) Option 1: New tin roof $56.500

Referencei HALL Ok 2= Blanos g $32.000

(Tax receipts upon request to the Parish Office).

JOSHUA Catholic Men’s Fellowship — North Shore: Join us for an evening of fellowship and
praise to Our Lord, as we learn how we can become closer to Him in our daily lives.
Topic: The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium) - Through key insights and group discussion, this
session will encourage the Joshua brothers to reflect more deeply on their personal mission, their
role within their parish communities, and their calling to live and share the Gospel as members of
Joshua. Date: Wednesday, 24 June 2026. Venue: St Thomas More Church
Time: 7:00 pm — Fellowship, 7:30 pm — Praise & Worship, followed by presentation. All men are
warmly invited. Enquiries: Tet-Woo 021-0380196 & Dominic 021-1003694

Marriage Preparation Programme: The Catholic Diocese of Auckland are looking for volunteers to
facilitate the Marriage Preparation Programme; the training is starting soon. If you have been
married for 5 years plus and feel drawn to helping engaged couples please call Gerry on 021
02247442.

"Pope Leo XIV proclaimed "The Year of St. Francis" as a special Jubilee Year running from 10th
January 2026 until 10th January 2027. It commemorates the 800th anniversary of the saint's death
(transitus). Inspired by this we have thoughtfully curated a collection of books, statues, crosses, and
devotional items which reflect St Francis's message of humility, peace, and love for God and all

creation. You can see this in-store or online

here: https://stjosephscentre.co.nz/collections/st-francis-of-assisi. o0 J0s,,

St Josephs Gift Shop, 253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, Auckland . © ,;::1 P
0632 anl -
World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10:00am-8:30pm Saturday 1st | (-~ 72t/

August at Victory Convention Centre. Join over 1,800 young
Catholics at Victory Convention Centre for World Youth Day =

Auckland 2026 - a massive, joy-filled day of faith, community and
WITNESS. Inspired by the Scripture chosen for the 40th World
Youth Day, “You also are my witnesses, because you have been
with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event is about fixing our gaze on
Jesus and becoming courageous witnesses of Christ in our world.
For more info and to register go
to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

Prayer to St Joseph

O Saint Joseph, do assist us by
your powerful intercession
and obtain for us our parish

Church.

And thus, having experienced
your heavenly power here
below may we praise God our
Father in Heaven. Amen
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

ENCYCLICAL LETTER
MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS
OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE LEO XIV
ON SAFEGUARDING THE HUMAN PERSON
IN THE TIME OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCEt

Read Pope Leo’s own words
with me on Wednesdays
8", 15™, 22" 29" July
7-730pm on Zoom

Ponder and Pray
Dianna Fouhy - diannaf@cda.org.nz

DIOCESAN YOUTH MASS

St Patrick's Cathedral
43 Wyncham Street Auckland

-1 Sunday 28 June

227 4:30pm-5:30pm

Join us for the June Diocesan
Youth Mass! All are welcome!
Please invite your whanau, your
friends, and your wider faith
community to join us as well

HE TE KUPENGA
CATHOLIC
THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE

WEBINAR SERIES

HOPE: ROOTED IN THE
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST,
THE YOUTH ARE CALLED
TO GROW IN HOPE

TUESDAY 7 JULY 2026
5:00-6:00 PM VIA ONLINE

SPEAKER
PROF RENEE KOHLER-RYAN

Deputy Executive Dean
Uniwversity of Notre Dame Australia

? WY D 2027 Theme:
s

“Take courage! | have
overcome the world.”

www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026



https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026

~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

CELEBRATION

WEEKEND
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP

Engaged & Planning a Wedding?

Catholic Diocese of Auckland
Approved Marriage Preparation Course

Book your Marriage Preparation Course EARLY
{1 year for NZ and 18 months for overseas Weddings)

Register & Book here:
https: www aucklandcatholic.arg.nz/discipleship/our-courses’

5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT FALZON
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE
AUTHOR ‘Importance of a present dad’

For more information, contact Gerry:
Email: germysfcda.org.nz | Meobile: 021 02247442

ALL MEN WELCOME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

SAFE PARISH - SAFE GUARDING

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated
with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 230 3285
Greg Sulllvan Q21 437 747

hatpsa menfore histwulog.combarmaoshus-4 i
¥

is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi. kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email: safeguardinerep®avondalecatholicora.nz. You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
0800 114 442 You may also contact the Police 111.

Alpha

DATING. ENGAGED. AND MARRIED

6" August - 1°* October
L viaZoom
e e srennow

For more information, email
gerrys@cda.org.nz

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale ~ [Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed
Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:
Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001 |Phone: (09) 828 5599

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004
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