
ELEVENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME ~ 14th June 2026  
Readings: Exodus 19: 2-6 | Ps. 100 | Romans 5: 6-11 | Matthew 9: 6-11

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

In today's Gospel, Jesus shares His mission to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven with His disciples.  
The signs of the kingdom's presence consist of the work that Jesus has already been doing: the sick 
are cured, lepers are cleansed, demons are driven out, and the dead are raised to life. The disciples  
are sent to continue doing the work that Jesus has begun. This is a moment of transition in Matthew's 
Gospel. The focus has shifted from the ministry of Jesus to the work of the community that He has 
inaugurated. More than any other Gospel, Matthew's Gospel elaborates on the work of the Church, 
which is to continue after Jesus' death and resurrection.

The Gospel reports that Jesus commissions twelve disciples. Many scholars believe that the twelve 
disciples symbolise the twelve tribes of Israel. It designates, therefore, continuity between Israel and 
the Church.

Matthew lists  the  names of  the  twelve  disciples,  as  do  Mark  and  Luke.  Matthew also  uses  the 
word apostle when referring to the Twelve. The word apostle means “one who is sent.” In this context, 
Matthew is calling attention to the mission that the twelve disciples are being given. They are sent by 
Jesus to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven in word and deed.

As Jesus sent His disciples to continue His work and mission, so too the Church is sent by Jesus. The 
Church  is  His  continuing  presence  on  earth.  Every  member  of  the  Church  is  sent  by  Jesus  to 
contribute to this mission.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~
Give a Little Helping Hand: As we continue the renewal of our church and parish facilities, we give 
thanks to God for the many blessings we have received and for the generosity of our parish family. 
These improvements will help create a welcoming and prayerful space for worship, fellowship, and 
ministry for years to come.

If you feel called to support this project, there are still a number of items that need to be purchased. 
You may wish to contribute towards a particular item or simply make a donation towards the overall  
Hall Renovation fund (for our temporary Church) so that we can gather together as a parish com-
munity on Sundays. Every gift, no matter the size, is greatly appreciated and helps bring this vision to 
completion.

Through your generosity, we are building more than 
renovated facilities – we are strengthening our parish 
home  and  creating  a  place  where  people  can 
encounter Christ, celebrate the Sacraments, and grow 
in faith together.

Thank you for your prayers, support, and kindness. 
May God bless you abundantly for your generosity.

Fr. Andrew

Bank details: If you wish to make a contribution to 
the Hall Renovation Fund, below is the parish bank 
account details for this project:

Account name: St Mary the Immaculate Conception 
Avondale | Account number: 02-0108-0706996-003 
Particulars: (your first initial and last name)           
Reference: HALL (Tax Receipts will be available upon        

request to the Parish Office).

Marriage  Preparation  Programme: The  Catholic 
Diocese of    Auckland are looking for  volunteers to 
facilitate the Marriage      Preparation Programme; the 
training is starting soon.  if you have been married for 
5  years  plus  and  feel  drawn  to  helping  engaged 

couples please call Gerry on 021 02247442.

"Pope Leo XIV proclaimed "The Year of St. Francis" as a special Jubilee Year running from 10th 
January 2026 until 10th January 2027. It commemorates the 800th anniversary of the saint's death 
(transitus). Inspired by this we have thoughtfully curated a collection of books, statues, crosses, and 
devotional items which reflect St Francis's message of humility, peace, and love for God and all  
creation. You can see this in-store or online here: https://stjosephscentre.co.nz/collections/st-francis-
of-assisi. St Josephs Gift Shop, 253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, Auckland 0632 

Te  Kupenga  Catholic  Theological  College:
Is  now  accepting  enrolment  for  the  micro-credential  on 
Management of  Church Organisations.  This is  an online course 
over 6 weeks. Class starts on July 20, 2026. For more information, 
go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/churchmanagement  .   

World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10:00am-8:30pm Saturday 1st 
August at  Victory  Convention  Centre.  Join  over  1,800  young 
Catholics  at  Victory  Convention  Centre  for  World  Youth  Day 
Auckland 2026 - a massive, joy-filled day of faith, community and 
WITNESS.    Inspired by the Scripture chosen for the 40th World 
Youth Day,  “You also are my witnesses, because you have been 
with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event is about fixing our gaze on 
Jesus and becoming courageous witnesses of Christ in our world.  
For  more  info  and  to  register  go 
to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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