
THE BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST ~ 7th June 2026  
Readings: Deutronomy 8: 2-3, 14-16 | Ps. 147B | 1Corinthians 10: 16-17 | John 6: 51-58

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

This Sunday we celebrate a second solemnity during this period of Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar. 
Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. This day was once called Corpus 
Christi, which is Latin for “Body of Christ.” In the revised Lectionary the name for this day is expanded to  
reflect more completely our Eucharistic theology.

Today’s Gospel is taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading is part of a discourse between 
Jesus and a crowd of Jews. The discourse comes shortly after the miracle of Jesus’ multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes. In John’s Gospel, miracles such as this are identified as “signs” through which people 
come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. These signs are followed by dialogue, or discourse that  
interprets and explains the miracle. In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves is said to have 
occurred near Passover, thus linking it to the Exodus story and God’s saving action toward the Israelites.

Having seen Jesus multiply the loaves and fishes, the crowd pursues Him, perhaps seeking more food but  
also looking for another sign. Jesus tells the crowd that He is the Bread of Life. He explains that just as 
God gave the Israelites manna to sustain them in the desert, so now God has sent new manna that will  
give eternal life. It is in this context that Jesus repeats those words in today’s Gospel and tells them again 
that He is the Living Bread that came down from Heaven.

Jesus’ words are not well understood by the crowd; they argue that Jesus is not from Heaven but born of 
Mary and Joseph. The crowd also has trouble understanding how Jesus could give them His flesh to eat. 
Jesus tells them that when they eat His flesh and drink His blood, they will remain forever connected to  
Him.  These  are  difficult  words,  but  they  are  important  because  they  seek  to  show  us  our  intimate  
connection with Jesus.

This is the mystery that is at the heart of our Eucharistic theology. In the elements of bread and wine,  
Jesus’ Body and Blood are truly present. When we share in the Body and Blood of Christ, Jesus Himself 
comes to dwell within us. This communion with the Lord makes us one body, brings us eternal life, and 
sends us forth to be Christ’s Body in the world.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~
Te Whau Hall Renovations: Work is progressing well on renovations to Te Whau Hall to enable its 
use as a church for Sunday Masses. Painting of the interior is complete and new improved lighting 
installed.  The  storage  area  has  been  converted  for  use  as  a  sacristy  and  the  former  kitchen 
converted for use as a preparation room for altar servers, flower arrangers etc. Carpet tiles have 
been laid in the body of the hall and on the raised altar. We have been fortunate to be given used 
seating from a Baptist Church on the North Shore – this will be available in early July. There is still  
some further work to be completed. We will soon be able to confirm a date when we can begin using 
Te Whau as a church again. Thank you for your patience.

Give a Little Helping Hand: As we continue the renewal of our church and parish facilities, we give 
thanks to God for the many blessings we have received and for the generosity of our parish family. 
These improvements will help create a welcoming and prayerful space for worship, fellowship, and 
ministry for years to come.

If you feel called to support this project, there are still a number of items that need to be purchased. 
You may wish to contribute towards a particular item or simply make a donation towards the overall  
Hall  Renovation  fund  (for  our  temporary  Church)  so  that  we  can  gather  together  as  a  parish 
community on Sundays. Every gift, no matter the size, is greatly appreciated and helps bring this 
vision to completion. 

Through your generosity, we are building more than 
renovated facilities – we are strengthening our parish 
home  and  creating  a  place  where  people  can 
encounter Christ, celebrate the Sacraments, and grow 
in faith together.

Thank you for your prayers, support, and kindness. 
May God bless you abundantly for your generosity.

Fr. Andrew

Bank details: If you wish to make a contribution to 
the Hall Renovation Fund, below is the parish bank 
account details for this project:

Account name: St Mary the Immaculate Conception 
Avondale | Account number: 02-0108-0706996-003 
Particulars: (your first initial and last name)           
Reference: HALL (Tax Receipts will be available upon        

request to the Parish Office).

Parish Pledge Giving via  Online Banking & new 
sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 May 
2027): We  have  a  limited  number  of  new  sets  of 
Pledge  Envelopes  specifically  for  parishioners  who 

wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If 
you would like to continue using envelopes, or if you would like to 
swap over to online banking, please contact the Parish Office. 

Parish  Pledge  Giving  –  Tax  Receipts  1st April  2025  to  31st 

March  2026: These  are  available  for  collection  at  the  Parish 
Office.  If  you  would  like  to  collect  your  tax  receipt  or  have  it 
emailed to  you,  please email:  office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or 
call (09) 8289309.

Marriage  Preparation  Programme: The  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Auckland  are  looking  for  volunteers  to  facilitate  the  Marriage 
Preparation Programme; the training is starting soon.  if you have 
been married for 5 years plus and feel drawn to helping engaged 
couples please call Gerry on 021 02247442.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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