St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

THE BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST ~ 7" June 2026
Readings: Deutronomy 8: 2-3, 14-16 | Ps. 147B | 1Corinthians 10: 16-17 | John 6: 51-58

Gospel Reflection

This Sunday we celebrate a second solemnity during this period of Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar.
Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. This day was once called Corpus
Christi, which is Latin for “Body of Christ.” In the revised Lectionary the name for this day is expanded to
reflect more completely our Eucharistic theology.

Today’s Gospel is taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading is part of a discourse between
Jesus and a crowd of Jews. The discourse comes shortly after the miracle of Jesus’ multiplication of the
loaves and fishes. In John’s Gospel, miracles such as this are identified as “signs” through which people
come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. These signs are followed by dialogue, or discourse that
interprets and explains the miracle. In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ multiplication of the loaves is said to have
occurred near Passover, thus linking it to the Exodus story and God’s saving action toward the Israelites.

Having seen Jesus multiply the loaves and fishes, the crowd pursues Him, perhaps seeking more food but
also looking for another sign. Jesus tells the crowd that He is the Bread of Life. He explains that just as
God gave the Israelites manna to sustain them in the desert, so now God has sent new manna that will
give eternal life. It is in this context that Jesus repeats those words in today’s Gospel and tells them again
that He is the Living Bread that came down from Heaven.

Jesus’ words are not well understood by the crowd; they argue that Jesus is not from Heaven but born of
Mary and Joseph. The crowd also has trouble understanding how Jesus could give them His flesh to eat.
Jesus tells them that when they eat His flesh and drink His blood, they will remain forever connected to
Him. These are difficult words, but they are important because they seek to show us our intimate
connection with Jesus.

This is the mystery that is at the heart of our Eucharistic theology. In the elements of bread and wine,
Jesus’ Body and Blood are truly present. When we share in the Body and Blood of Christ, Jesus Himself
comes to dwell within us. This communion with the Lord makes us one body, brings us eternal life, and
sends us forth to be Christ’s Body in the world.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Te Whau Hall Renovations: Work is progressing well on renovations to Te Whau Hall to enable its
use as a church for Sunday Masses. Painting of the interior is complete and new improved lighting
installed. The storage area has been converted for use as a sacristy and the former kitchen
converted for use as a preparation room for altar servers, flower arrangers etc. Carpet tiles have
been laid in the body of the hall and on the raised altar. We have been fortunate to be given used
seating from a Baptist Church on the North Shore — this will be available in early July. There is still
some further work to be completed. We will soon be able to confirm a date when we can begin using
Te Whau as a church again. Thank you for your patience.

Give a Little Helping Hand: As we continue the renewal of our church and parish facilities, we give
thanks to God for the many blessings we have received and for the generosity of our parish family.
These improvements will help create a welcoming and prayerful space for worship, fellowship, and
ministry for years to come.

If you feel called to support this project, there are still a number of items that need to be purchased.
You may wish to contribute towards a particular item or simply make a donation towards the overall
Hall Renovation fund (for our temporary Church) so that we can gather together as a parish
community on Sundays. Every gift, no matter the size, is greatly appreciated and helps bring this
vision to completion.

Estimated Costs Through your generosity, we are building more than
renovated facilities — we are strengthening our parish

Item Estimated Cost  |home and creating a place where people can

g;‘i'in‘?;‘giﬂzl ﬁ; ﬁgg: encounter Christ, celebrate the Sacraments, and grow

Microphones $2.500 in faith together.

Speakers $5.000 | Thank you for your prayers, support, and kindness.

Amplifier $3.000 | May God bless you abundantly for your generosity.

Lapel Microphone $2.000

Saﬁctuary ——— $5.000+ |- Andrew

Tabernacle Stand £5.000

Flower Stands Cost to be confirmed | Bank details: If you wish to make a contribution to

Priest's Chairs Cost to be confirmed [the Hall Renovation Fund, below is the parish bank

Lectern Cost to be confirmed [account details for this project:

:;u;l;:;': Priest Sacristy $5.000 Account name: St Mary the Immaculate Conception

Wall Cabinets $2.000 Avor]dale |Accoun.t nu_mlger: 02-0108-0706996-003

Benchtop $2.000 Particulars: (your first initial and last name)

Bench Drawers $5.000 Reference: HALL (Tax Receipts will be available upon

Two Heat Pumps $8.000 request to the Parish Office).

Large Expenses Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new

Option 1: New tin roof $56.500 |sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 May

Option 2: Exterior painting $32.000 [2027): We have a limited number of new sets of
Pledge Envelopes specifically for parishioners who

wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If

you would like to continue using envelopes, or if you would like to o"‘?{-’_g_fié‘p
swap over to online banking, please contact the Parish Office. _fj’/gx’j_»jﬁ\ \’5’ :

Parish Pledge Giving — Tax Receipts 1% April 2025 to 31% | ’/J\;\/%i; iz
March 2026: These are available for collection at the Parish \'” )
Office. If you would like to collect your tax receipt or have it J _Lf‘.-’,gjv"
emailed to you, please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or
call (09) 8289309.

your powerful intercession

Marriage Preparation Programme: The Catholic Diocese of ol Gl et Or Baih
Auckland are looking for volunteers to facilitate the Marriage Church.
Preparation Programme; the training is starting soon. if you have And thus, having experienced
been married for 5 years plus and feel drawn to helping engaged NOMC ISR bowar hete

below may we praise God our

couples please call Gerry on 021 02247442. Father in Heaven. Amen

Prayer to St loseph
0O Saint Joseph, do assist us by
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

AJpha

Catholic
Context §&

i
Training / Information Sessions
to inspire and equip you

to share Alpha in your parish.

All are welcome.

.-l""".-—'_—___

838 WHO IS THIS FOR? WHAT WILL BE COVERED?

Parish Priast ™ Why Alpha.
9 Pt LASCAN  Why do Catholic Parishes
@ Parish Leadsrship teams TPM need Alpha

Alpha t
@ Alpha teams yYBIINAS  What is Alpha

@ Anyone interested in TPM and wha is it for.
running Alpha
@ Anyone who would like CRE Tl ®  Where does Alpha

toknow more about Alpha TP fit in the life of the Parish,

Just like at Alpha, i H ke your Alph
all are welcome. Rl o ot your P
o\ from good to great.

x

From Study to Understanding:
Transforming Christian-Muslim Dialogue

Fr Joseph Victor Edwin 8] will present a programme that
encourages us to celebrate our differences while cultivating a
willingness to understand others as they truly are, promoting
respect for our unique identities.

It is about shifting from a comparative approach to a relational
approach, and fostering the development of inclusive language in
conversations with Muslims.

Fr Joseph Victor Edwin S] teaches Theology and Christian-
Muslim Relations at Vidyajvoti College of Theology in Delhi,
India. He is part of the Jesuits Among Muslims in Asia, a network
of Jesuils and collaborators active in the study of Islam and
engaged in solidarity actions with Muslims.

@ Monday, 20 July 2026, 7-8.30pm (Zoom)

Fee: Koha/Donation, Register to receive the Zoom link.,
Sy ”;::' www.studyjoy.nz

Sunday
Mass, ©

REMINDER

Beginning this week

will be at 2.00pm SURdS!
on Catholic Diocese
YouTube and Faceb

Buckiand

WwybD



https://www.youtube.com/c/AucklandCatholic
https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/catholic-theological-college/

~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Engaged & Planning a Wedding?

OSHUA

CATHOLIC MEN'S FELLOWSHIP Cathﬂlic Diﬂcese ﬂfﬂuck[and
Approved Marriage Preparation Course
CELEBRATION

Book your Marriage Preparation Course EARLY

w E E K E N D {1 year for NZ and 18 months for overseas Weddings)
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026 Register & Book here:

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP https: www aucklandcatholic.arg.nz/discipleship/our-courses’
5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT FALZON
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE

For more information, contact Gerny:
Email: germys@cda.org.nz | Mobile: 021 02247442

ALL MEN WELCOME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

SAFE PARISH - SAFE GUARDING

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
: likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
itpsaendoechs o ornarm st 40anavessary-celeh ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated
with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 230 3285
Greg Sulllvan Q21 437 747

is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi. kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email: safeguardinerep®avondalecatholicora.nz. You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
0800 114 442 You may also contact the Police 111.

MISSION
HUB

NEW ZEALAND

Helping disciples build a culture of
prayer, leadership, and mission

aAC

angelisation
EUCHARIST: FUEL FOR THE MISSION - IEC28
MONDAY 8 JUNE | 7.00PM - 8.30PM

L D

Email to register: missionhubn

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak
Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Mrs. Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale ~ [Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Mrs. Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building%und Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004 |Ph°"e: (09) 828 5599
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