
TRINITY SUNDAY ~ 31st May 2026  
Readings: Exodus 34: 4-6, 8-9 | Daniel 3: 52-57 | 2Corinthians 13: 11-13 | John 3: 16-18

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

This week we return to the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. This Sunday and next, however, are 
designated as solemnities – special days that call our attention to central mysteries of our faith. Today 
on Trinity Sunday we celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity, one God in three persons.

Today’s  Gospel  is  from  the  beginning  of  John’s  Gospel.  The  passage  we  read  follows  Jesus’ 
conversation with a Pharisee, Nicodemus, about what it  means to be born of both water and the 
Spirit. Nicodemus approaches Jesus at night and acknowledges Jesus as a teacher from God. Jesus 
tells  him  that  only  those  who  are  born  from  above  will  see  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Nicodemus 
misunderstands and questions how a person can be born more than once. Jesus tells Nicodemus 
that no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. Jesus is essentially 
explaining Baptism, which we celebrate as a Sacrament today. Yet Nicodemus, we are told, still does 
not understand what Jesus is saying. Jesus continues by testifying to the need to be born from above 
so that one might have eternal life.

After the dialogue with Nicodemus, the author of the Gospel offers his own explanation of Jesus’ 
words. This is what we read in today’s Gospel, John 3:16-18.

In the context of today’s focus on the mystery of the Holy Trinity, the reading calls our attention to the 
action of God, who reveals Himself in three persons: God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy  
Spirit.  God the Father,  out of  love for the world,  sent His Son into the world in order to save it.  
Through the death and resurrection of the Son, we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit. As 
three persons, God acts always as a God of love; He does not condemn the world but acts to save it.

The Gospel also calls attention to the response that is required of us. God’s love for us calls us to  
respond in faith by professing our belief in God’s son, Jesus, and the salvation that He has won for  
us. This profession of faith is a sign of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~
Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass on Friday 5th June, 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Parish, 20 Kitenui Ave, 
Mt.  Albert: Exposition  of  the  Blessed Sacrament,  Chaplet  of  Mercy  (sung),  Benediction,  Mass, 
followed by Veneration of St. Faustina’s relic. All welcome.

Parish Pledge Giving – Tax Receipts 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026: These are available for 
collection at the Parish Office. If you would like to collect your tax receipt or have it emailed to you, 
please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or call (09) 8289309. 

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 
May 2027): We have a limited number of new sets of Pledge Envelopes specifically for parishioners 
who wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If you would like to continue using 
envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to online banking, please contact the Parish Office.

Canon Law in Practice Webinar Series: Msgr Brendan Daly will be leading a three-part webinar 

series in June 2026 titled Canon Law in Practice. The series will focus on practical case handling, 

documentation, and rights-focused safeguarding.  These webinars may be of particular interest to 
Church  leaders,  clergy,  canonists,  tribunal  staff,  safeguarding  practitioners,  victim  assistance 
personnel, and others involved in pastoral and safeguarding ministry.  Please see the posters on our 
parish page on Facebook for further information and registration details. Please note: all sessions will 

begin at 7.00pm NZT. 

Welcome  to  KIDS  KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/
CELEBRATING-TRINITY-SUNDAY-3-1.pdf  

World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10am-8.30pm |  Saturday 1st Aug 2026 |  Victory  Convention 
Centre. Register here: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

Monte  Cecilia  Housing  Trust 
Annual Winter Woolies Appeal: As 
the  colder  months  approach,  we 
request your support  for our families 
in  need  through  our  annual  Winter 
Woolies  Appeal.  We  are  seeking 
donations of  new warm clothing and 
blankets to help keep everyone warm 
this winter. You can help, please bring 
your donations to our main office: 30 
Windrush  Close,  Mangere,  Mon-Fri 
9am-4pm. If you would like to make a 
financial contribution, please visit  the 
Monte  Cecilia  website.  Your 
generosity can make a big difference 
in the lives of the families we support.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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