
PENTECOST SUNDAY ~ 24th May 2026  
Readings: Acts 2: 1-11 | Ps. 104 | 1Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13 | John 20: 19-23

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

The Season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration, the Feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we 
celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem; this 
event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles,  
today’s first reading. The account in today’s Gospel, John 20:19-23, also recounts how Jesus gave the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to His disciples. Yet the event in John’s Gospel takes place on Easter Sunday.  
There is no need to try to reconcile these two accounts. It is enough that we know that after His death,  
Jesus fulfilled His promise to send to His disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them to be  
His witnesses throughout the world.

We already heard today’s Gospel proclaimed on the Second Sunday of Easter this year (Lectionary 
Cycle  A).  That  Gospel  passage,  however,  also  included  the  description  of  Jesus’  appearance  to 
Thomas. In that context, we were led reflect on belief and unbelief. 

In the context  of  the Feast  of  Pentecost,  John 20:19-23 reminds us about  the integral  connection 
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets His disciples 
with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions His disciples to continue the work that He has begun,  
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and sends 
them to continue His work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus’ act of breathing the 
Holy Spirit mirrors God’s act of breathing life into Adam at the time of Creation. In fact, both the Greek 
and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also be translated as “breath.”

This  Gospel  reminds us that  the Church is  called to  be a reconciling presence in  the world.  The 
reconciling  presence of  Christ  is  celebrated in  the Church’s  sacramental  life.  In  the Sacrament  of 
Baptism, we are cleansed of sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of Penance,  
the Church celebrates the mercy of God through the forgiving of sins. This reconciling presence is also 
to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony  
among people.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~
Dear Parishioners of St. Mary’s Avondale,

On Tuesday 19th May, the priests of the Western area were invited to meet with Bishop Stephen 
Lowe to discuss the reshaping of the Western region.

Following that meeting, Bishop Stephen has asked all parishes in the West to come together to begin 
a process of discussion and discernment about the future shape of the Western area. 

Avondale Parish and School is included in this process.

As  a  result,  no  decision  will  be  made  regarding  the  rebuilding  of  our  parish  Church  until  the 
reshaping process has been completed. This process may take up to two years.

In the meantime, we are in the process of renovating the old Church hall to provide a welcoming and 
fitting space for our Sunday Eucharist. We expect to use the church hall for at least the next two 
years.

As a parish community, I ask everyone to keep our future in your prayers and to take an active part in 
the reshaping process. 

This will include attending re-shaping meetings and contributing to discussions about the future of  
the Western area.  Soon we'll be calling for volunteers to join our Parish Re-Shaping Committee.  If 
you would like to join me and others on this Re-Shaping Committee for our Parish, please make 
yourself known to Gwen in the Parish Office. Gwen will take your name and contact details.  

We are now only a few weeks away from completing the renovations, and Fr Danko and I look 
forward to gathering together with you as a parish community each Sunday.

God bless, 

Fr Andrew 

Parish Pledge Giving – Tax Receipts 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026: These are now back at 
the Parish Office for collection. If you would like to collect your tax receipt or have it emailed to you, 
please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or call (09) 8289309. 

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 
May 2027): We have a limited number of new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes, specifically for 
parishioners who wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If you would like to 
continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to online banking, please contact the 
Parish Office. Thank you.

Canon Law in Practice Webinar Series: Msgr Brendan Daly 

will  be  leading  a  three-part  webinar  series  in June 2026 titled 

Canon Law in Practice. The series will focus on practical case 
handling,  documentation,  and  rights-focused  safeguarding.  
These webinars may be of particular interest to Church leaders, 
clergy, canonists, tribunal staff, safeguarding practitioners, victim 
assistance  personnel,  and  others  involved  in  pastoral  and 
safeguarding  ministry.  Please  see  the  posters  on  our  parish 
page on Facebook for further information and registration details.

Please note: all sessions will begin at 7.00pm NZT. 

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2026/04/CELEBRATING-PENTECOST-SUNDAY.pdf  

World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10am-8.30pm | Saturday 1st 

Aug  2026  |  Victory  Convention  Centre.  Register  here: 
https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

Youth  Day  Launch: On  the  7th June at  Hoy  Family  Korean 
Parish, Flatbush. Begins with Mass at 2.30pm with Bishop Steve 
Lowe. Priests are welcome to join this Mass with their parish’s young adult groups, there will be 
sessions and programmes to follow after Mass.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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