St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

PENTECOST SUNDAY ~ 24" May 2026
Readings: Acts 2: 1-11 | Ps. 104 | 1Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13 | John 20: 19-23

Gospel Reflection

The Season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration, the Feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we
celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem; this
event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles,
today’s first reading. The account in today’s Gospel, John 20:19-23, also recounts how Jesus gave the
gift of the Holy Spirit to His disciples. Yet the event in John’s Gospel takes place on Easter Sunday.
There is no need to try to reconcile these two accounts. It is enough that we know that after His death,
Jesus fulfilled His promise to send to His disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them to be
His witnesses throughout the world.

We already heard today’s Gospel proclaimed on the Second Sunday of Easter this year (Lectionary
Cycle A). That Gospel passage, however, also included the description of Jesus’ appearance to
Thomas. In that context, we were led reflect on belief and unbelief.

In the context of the Feast of Pentecost, John 20:19-23 reminds us about the integral connection
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets His disciples
with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions His disciples to continue the work that He has begun,
“As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and sends
them to continue His work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus’ act of breathing the
Holy Spirit mirrors God’s act of breathing life into Adam at the time of Creation. In fact, both the Greek
and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also be translated as “breath.”

This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. The
reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church’s sacramental life. In the Sacrament of
Baptism, we are cleansed of sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of Penance,
the Church celebrates the mercy of God through the forgiving of sins. This reconciling presence is also
to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony
among people.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~
Dear Parishioners of St. Mary’s Avondale,

On Tuesday 19" May, the priests of the Western area were invited to meet with Bishop Stephen
Lowe to discuss the reshaping of the Western region.

Following that meeting, Bishop Stephen has asked all parishes in the West to come together to begin
a process of discussion and discernment about the future shape of the Western area.

Avondale Parish and School is included in this process.

As a result, no decision will be made regarding the rebuilding of our parish Church until the
reshaping process has been completed. This process may take up to two years.

In the meantime, we are in the process of renovating the old Church hall to provide a welcoming and
fitting space for our Sunday Eucharist. We expect to use the church hall for at least the next two
years.

As a parish community, | ask everyone to keep our future in your prayers and to take an active part in
the reshaping process.

This will include attending re-shaping meetings and contributing to discussions about the future of
the Western area. Soon we'll be calling for volunteers to join our Parish Re-Shaping Committee. If
you would like to join me and others on this Re-Shaping Committee for our Parish, please make
yourself known to Gwen in the Parish Office. Gwen will take your name and contact details.

We are now only a few weeks away from completing the renovations, and Fr Danko and | look
forward to gathering together with you as a parish community each Sunday.

God bless,
Fr Andrew

Parish Pledge Giving — Tax Receipts 1°' April 2025 to 315 March 2026: These are now back at
the Parish Office for collection. If you would like to collect your tax receipt or have it emailed to you,
please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or call (09) 8289309.

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9
May 2027): We have a limited number of new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes, specifically for
parishioners who wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If you would like to
continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to online banking, please contact the
Parish Office. Thank you.

Canon Law in Practice Webinar Series: Msgr Brendan Daly

will be leading a three-part webinar series in June 2026 titled 619;{05&)
Canon Law in Practice. The series will focus on practical case (5/?:/'-".‘“; % :
handling, documentation, and rights-focused safeguarding. ,.._.,',/ \§ \-";3- ] , W
These webinars may be of particular interest to Church leaders, S P> By )=
clergy, canonists, tribunal staff, safeguarding practitioners, victim \ N £ /f
assistance personnel, and others involved in pastoral and J L/-_?_ od

safeguarding ministry. Please see the posters on our parish

page on Facebook for further information and registration details. Prayer to St Joseph

Please note: all sessions will begin at 7.00pm NZT.

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/CELEBRATING-PENTECOST-SUNDAY.pdf

World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10am-8.30pm | Saturday 1
Aug 2026 | Victory Convention Centre. Register here:
https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

Youth Day Launch: On the 7" June at Hoy Family Korean
Parish, Flatbush. Begins with Mass at 2.30pm with Bishop Steve

Lowe. Priests are welcome to join this Mass with their parish’s young adult groups, there will be

sessions and programmes to follow after Mass.

0 Saint Joseph, do assist us by
your powerful intercession
and obtain for us our parish

Church.

And thus, having experienced
your heavenly power here
below may we praise God our
Father in Heaven. Amen
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

REBUILD MY CHURCH

From Stones to Souls with Dr. Mary Healy

Christ’s call to St Francis — “Go and rebuild my house”
— was a call to renew hearts, not just walls.

Before heading to the Australian

CHARIS Conference, Dr Mary Healy
comes to Hamilton to help us listen :
more attentively to God's voice and our | l
role in building a living Church.

AUCKLAND @
Wednesday, 27th May, 6pm '

Mass + Evening Prayer

* ForSueh a Time as This

Followed by a meal vith the Friars o ' CLERGY WORKSHOP | 10 June | 10.30am - 2.30pm
Venue: St Francis Retreat Centre - | « Awakening the Gifts of the Faithful
Address: 50 Hillshorough Road, Mt Roskill, Auckland : ¥
x\‘ Yau're welcome to join the Franciscan Friars at St Francis Retreat Cenfre Wiy OF ""'5._: LEADERS WORKSHOP | 11 June | 9am - 3pm
’ for & night of prayer, food and faith. It will be an opportunity for » B ;

}N single men (18-40) to ask questions about Franciscan religious life. : g |« Leadingint
Vu' i For further information and to RSVP contact:
(4 |

\ + Empowering Others

Br Philip Jeffares OFM (+64 210 414 642)

or Br Yornes Par_lggur OFM §+64 225 259 931) 9 1 O Tl J U N E 2 O 2 6

Email: vocations@franciscans.org.au
CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
HAMILTON

Franciscan Friars Bk
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AUSTRALIA | NEW ZEALAND ? . www.cdh.org.nz/events Scan to register:
PROVINCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT E (Ol
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Starts:10:00am - Thanksgiving Mass

§ }A Followed by: Social Entertainments till 3pm.
o/ Music, Zumba, Food Stalls and Cultural Shows
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

CELEBRATION

WEEKEND
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP
5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT FALZON
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE
AUTHOR ‘Importance of a present dad’

DISAPPOINTMENT
SCAN THE QR CODE:

ALL MEN WELCOME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 280 9235
Greg Sulllvan 021 437 747

hatpsa menfore histwulog.combarmaoshus-4

Engaged & Planning a Wedding?

Catholic Diocese of Auckland
Approved Marriage Preparation Course

Book your Marriage Preparation Course EARLY
{1 year for NZ and 18 months for overseas Weddings)

Register & Book here:
https: www aucklandcatholic.arg.nz/discipleship/our-courses’

For more information, contact Gerry:
Email: germysfcda.org.nz | Meobile: 021 02247442

SAFE PARISH SAFE GUARDING

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated

with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which
is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi. kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email- . You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
0800 114 442 You may also contact the Police 111.

Saturday 25" July 2026

ARS CELEBRANDI
WORKSHOP WITH

FR PAUL TURNER

This workshop is particularly helpful for those who
are on Liturgy Committees or are active in the
preparation of Parish and School Masses

Christ the King Catholic Parish, Owairaka
260 Richardson Road

New Windsor, Auckland 1041
10.00am - 2.30pm

Mass at 2.00am, all welcome
Koha welcomed

REGISTER NOW

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak
Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale ~ [Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building%und Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004 |Phone: (09) 828 5599
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