St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

ASCENSION OF THE LORD - 17" May 2026
Readings: Acts 1: 1-11 | Ps. 47 | Ephesians 1: 17-23 | Matthew 28: 16-20

Gospel Reflection

Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s Gospel quickly
moves from the disciples’ discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb, to Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary, to the commission that Jesus gives His disciples in today’s Gospel.

The Final Commission, as this Gospel is sometimes called, is given on the mountaintop. Throughout
Scripture, the most important events happen on the mountaintop, and Matthew has used this motif
throughout his Gospel. Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John had seen Jesus
transfigured on the mountaintop (Matthew 17:1-8). Also in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the
crowds from the mountaintop in what we now call the Sermon on the Mount.

Here we are told that the eleven disciples go the mountaintop in Galilee, as Jesus had instructed
through Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (cf. Matthew 28:9-10). They see Jesus, and both
worship and doubt at the same time. Jesus approaches them and commissions them to baptise and
teach, "to make disciples of all nations." It is a task which Jesus had previously prepared His disciples
for; recall that Jesus had sent the twelve apostles to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf.
Matthew 10:1-15). However, earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of Israel; in this Final
Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The mission of Jesus is now to be taken to all
people; the task now is to baptise and to teach.

Jesus commissions His disciples to baptise in the name of the Trinity, one of the clearest attestations
found in Scripture for baptism in the name of the Trinity. In the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters
of Paul, baptism is more frequently offered "in the name of Jesus."

The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the beginning of the Church. Jesus
commissions His disciples to continue to teach in His name and to bring others into the community of
disciples through baptism. The Gospel ends, as it had begun, with the promise that Jesus will
continue to be Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf. Matthew 1:23), for all eternity.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

: :3 Helping our St Mary’s tamariki
.

Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve our parish school? If you have one hour a week and
a lowve for children, we would love to have you join us. This is a wonderful opportunity for those
who attend 9:00 AM weekday Mass and have a little time to spare afterward.

blossom as readers

Puawai, which means "to blossom,” is a special reading programme here at 5t. Mary's. We are
looking for volunteers to spend just one hour a weelk reading with our tamariki. Your time makes a
waorld of difference, and the success of this programme truly depends on the kindness of people
like you.

If you'd like to help our children grow, please contact me at the email address below. I'm also
happy to answer any questions you might hawve!

We look forward to hearing from you.
Mga mihi nui,

Tania O'Connell
Learning Support Coordinator
taniao@Esma.school.nz

Parish Pledge Giving — Tax Receipts 1° April 2025 to 31°* March 2026: These are now back at
the Parish Office for collection. If you would like to collect your tax receipt or have it emailed to you,
please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz or call (09) 8289309.

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9
May 2027): We have a limited number of new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes, specifically for
parishioners who wish to continue using ‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If you would like to
continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to online banking, please contact the
Parish Office. Thank you.

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp- 0“‘0 _J_g.S'gp
content/uploads/2026/04/CELEBRATING-ASCENSION-SUNDAY.pdf \ (ﬁ/_jff-_—:{i\ '“‘\'9
The Upper Room: Wed 20t May 6:30pm | Good George, o X2/
Mission Bay: Young adults, you won’t want to miss this! Join us MRS 7 -
for a night of faith and fellowship in this special interview-style \ (Y AE WY/
event, James Bergin will sit down with Frank Ritchie to explore \J”_L/i-,/}"

his remarkable journey - from serving as a Wesleyan Methodist

minister to entering the Catholic Church this Easter just past.
Together they will reflect on the faith, discernment, and courage
required to surrender fully to God’s call. This is a must-attend
event, so be sure to grab your tickets early! For more info and
tickets go to @AKCYM on Facebook or search for the-upper-
room-may-2026 on Humanitix.

World Youth Day Auckland 2026: 10am-8.30pm | Saturday 1
Aug 2026 | Victory Convention Centre. Register here:
https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

Prayer to St Joseph

0 Saint Joseph, do assist us by
your powerful intercession
and obtain for us our parish

Church.

And thus, having experienced
your heavenly power here
below may we praise God our
Father in Heaven. Amen

Youth Day Launch: On the 7" June at Hoy Family Korean Parish, Flatbush. Begins with Mass at
2.30pm with Bishop Steve Lowe. Priests are welcome to join this Mass with their parish’s young adult
groups, there will be sessions and programmes to follow after Mass.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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 AUCKLAND
Wednesday, 27th May, 6pm

Mass + Evening Prayer

L
zli "AY 2026 FELLOWSHIP
Followed by a meal with the Friars o 1
Venue: St Francis Retreat Centre ‘ 4 30?" To 7 30 P"&RAISE/& w 0 R SH |P

5': . Address: 50 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill, Auckland \IP RA Y ER\r" N | s '|' R Y
" Yau're welcome to join the Franciscan Friars at St Francis Retreat Centre

x’ for & night of prayer, food and faith. It will be an opportunity for ST HARK s [:Hu RCH ﬁ"Ass AT B 30P"

}N 4 single men {18-40) to ask questions about Franciscan religious fife. 334 PAKURAN G AR D — :_'

\'u' For further information and to RSVP contact: PAKURANBA HEIGHTS AUCKLAND

Br Philip Jeffares OFM (+64 210 414 642)
or Br Yornes Panggur OFM (+64 225 259 931)

CONTACT:VANESSA NATHAN: +64 211 433703 | VETT RAMOS: +64 210 2288081
~ Email: vocations@franciscans.org.au

| JOHN D’SOUZA: +64 212 378569 | JEFFERY NATHAN: +64 227 7027875 |
DEIDRE BROOME: +64 210 2251103 | WAYNE CAMMELL: +64 27 5668888 |
E MIKE LOBO: +64 212 809285

!-Il. = -
Franciscan Friars whilll  ORGANISED,BY CURRENTROFGRACE, AUCKLAND

AUSTRALIA | NEW ZEALAND 'i"_ _
PROVINCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (M4 F (PART'OF CHARIS, NZ)

Starts:10:00am - Thanksgiving Mass

§ }A Followed by: Social Entertainments till 3pm.
o/ Music, Zumba, Food Stalls and Cultural Shows

KEEP OQUR SPIRITS UP

\. CELEBRATE OUR
q’} ONENESS IN g
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CHRIST
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Safeguarding is making a safe space for all '

CELEBRATION

WEEKEND
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP
5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYMNOTE SPEAKER SPACES ARE LIMITED
EOOK IN EARLY TO AVOID

RQREEY FALIOMN SCAN THE O <ODE:
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE -
AUTHOR ‘Importance of a present dad’

SAFE PARISH - SAFE GUARDING

As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
: likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
s nborehuist o sorToriaToshusk 40t annlvessary-celebet ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated
with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which

ALL MEN WELCOME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

gl Contact: Mike Lobo 021 280 5285
Greg Sulllvan 021 437 747

is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi. kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email: safeguardinerep®avondalecatholicora.nz. You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
0800 114 442 You may also contact the Police 111.

Saturday 25" July 2026

ARS CELEBRANDI
WORKSHOP WITH

FR PAUL TURNER

This workshop is particularly helpful for those who
are on Liturgy Committees or are active in the
preparation of Parish and School Masses

Christ the King Catholic Parish, Owairaka
260 Richardson Road

New Windsor, Auckland 1041
10.00am - 2.30pm

Mass at 2.00am, all welcome
Koha welcomed

REGISTER NOW

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak
Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale  [Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building?:und Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004 |Phone: (09) 828 5599
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