St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision/ Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together
Oranga i roto i te Whakapono
Goal/Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family
Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 10™ May 2026
Readings: Acts 6: 1-7 | Ps. 33 | 1Peter 2: 4-9 | John 14: 1-12

Gospel Reflection

Today’s Gospel is a continuation of last week’s Gospel: Jesus is speaking to His disciples at the Last
Supper. In today’s reading Jesus offers encouragement to His disciples, who will soon see Him
crucified. He reassures them that even though He will leave them, He will not abandon them. Instead
He will send them the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, through whom the disciples will continue to live in
union with Jesus.

Jesus uses the term Advocate to describe the Holy Spirit, whom the disciples will receive. Another
word used to describe the Holy Spirit is Paraclete, a legal term meaning “one who offers defence for
another.” Note that Jesus says that He will send “another Advocate.” Jesus Himself is the first
advocate, interceding for His disciples with the Father.

In today’s reading Jesus contrasts His impending departure with the permanence of the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus will leave to return to the Father, but the Holy Spirit will remain with the disciples.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the disciples will come to know and appreciate the unity of the Son
and the Father. They will also understand that they too participate in the communion between the
Father and the Son: “On that day you will realise that | am in my Father and you are in Me and | in
you” (John 14:20).

Today’s reading is one example of the contrast that John’s Gospel presents between the community
of disciples, to whom God will reveal Himself, and the unbelieving world, which will remain in
darkness. The unbelieving world cannot accept the “Spirit of truth,” whom the disciples will receive.
Only through the Spirit will God’s revelation and love be known.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

S :3 Helping our St Mary’s tamariki
—T’_‘ blossom as readers

Are you looking for a meaningful way to serve our parish school? If you have one hour a week and
a lowve for children, we would love to have you join us. This is a wonderful opportunity for those
who attend 9:00 AM weekday Mass and have a little time to spare afterward.

Puawai, which means "to blossom,” is a special reading programme here at 5t. Mary's. We are
looking for volunteers to spend just one hour a weelk reading with our tamariki. Your time makes a
waorld of difference, and the success of this programme truly depends on the kindness of people
like you.

If you'd like to help our children grow, please contact me at the email address below. I'm also
happy to answer any questions you might hawve!

We look forward to hearing from you.
Mga mihi nui,
Tania O’'Connell

Learning Support Coordinator
taniao@Esma.school.nz

Renovations to Te Whau Hall: Renovations are well underway at the Parish Hall this week. We will
continue to keep our parish community updated as jobs are being completed. The Working Bee will
take place at a later stage — this is specifically to assist with the clean-up.

Parish Pledge Giving — Tax Receipts 1% April 2025 to 315 March 2026: These are available for
collection from the Chapel when you attend Mass. If you would

like to collect your tax receipt from the Parish Office or have it <0 JOgs
emailed to you, please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz. (997’72_: €.0¢
Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of SN GFL) :
Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 May 2027): We have a Lo TSI
limited number of new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes, (N4 LT i
specifically for parishioners who wish to continue using \ { t )/
‘envelopes’ rather than online banking. If you would like to J LA

continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to

online banking, please contact the Parish Office. Thank you. Prayer to 5t Joseph

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp- O Saint Joseph, ‘!“ assist s by

content/uploads/2026/04/CELEBRATING-SIXTH-SUNDAY-of- your powerful intercession

EASTER.pdf and obtain for us our parish
Church.

Evangelion in conjunction with the Sydney Diocese, Hamilton
Diocese and the John Paul Il Centre for Life in Christchurch, is And thus, having experienced
bringing Mike and Alicia Hernon from The Messy Family b"'l"“’ hsave sl Povear h:re

Project to New Zealand. Mike and Alicia will be visiting a number e;‘:h':ra;":e::::efie:m
of New Zealand locations, spreading their testimony on marriage caven.

and family life and giving insights into liturgical living. Please
come and show your support for our ministry and theirs by attending one of their events below.
For more details visit: https:www.evangelion.co.nz. Auckland event: "Q&A with Mike and Alicia

Hernon" Sat 16 May 2026 - 2pm, Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 16 Vermont Street, Ponsonby,
Auckland.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

REGISTRATION IS OPEN
 Chevalier Cl’ll]Ohl‘l -

CHARIS INTERNATIONAL INTERCESSION COMMISSION
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for two days.

Teaching and Training on
Prophetic = &% )| .
Intercession "'

" Date 11th and 12th May 2026
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~ Times Monday 11th: 6 pm to 9 pm ,
i Tuesday 12th: 10 am to 9:30 pm * " -
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.+ Venue Christ the K!nBChWCm

L Mt Roskill .

. S Auckland """“‘E '

T‘ Amazing opportunity for all.
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For enquiries contact Vanessa Nathan | Of:
021143 3703 or email
maranatha.jvz@gmail.com

Registration $20.00
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REBUILD MY CHURCH
From Stones to Souls with Dr. Mary Healy

Christ's call to St Francis — "Go and rebuild my house”
— was a call to renew hearts, not just walls.

Before heading to the Australian
CHARIS Conference, Dr Mary Healy
comes to Hamilton to help us listen
more attentively to God's voice and our (.
role in building a living Church.

» The Power of God's Word
* The Holy Spirit Brings Life
« For Such a Time as This

CLERGY WORKSHOP | 10 June | 10.30am - 2.30pm

+ Awakening the Gifts of the Faithful

\._ LEADERS WORKSHOP | 11 June | 9am - 3pm

1{ » Whole-Hearted Leadership
| + Leading in the Anointing of the Holy Spirit
|+ Empowering Others

ealy 9,10, 1M JUNE 2026

at CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
eminary, Detroit HAMILTON

CATHOLICDIOCESE OF AUCKLAND MIGRANT CHAPLAINCIES

i 6{ ‘g.éﬂgame'f%7 '

Starts:10:00am - Thanksgiving Mass

KEEP OQUR SPIRITS UP

‘. A CELEBRATE OUR

ONENESS IN

CHRIST
v W

Followed by: Social Entertainments till 3pm.
Music, Zumba, Food Stalls and Cultural Shows

\

THINRING OF YOU ON MOTHER’S DAY,
AND SAYING A Aﬁ%ﬂlﬁ PRAYER—
~o THAT 6OD,

: ¢ NHU KNOWS HOW DEAR YOU ARE,
3 WILL REEP YOU IN HIS CARE.

THAT HE wWiLL MYOUR DAILY LIFE

WITH JOYS OF EVERY RIND—

WITH PERFECT HEALTH AND HAPPINESS
AND 2€/CL OF

HEART AND MIND.



mailto:directory@nzcbc.org.nz
https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/catholic-theological-college/

~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

CATHOLIC MEN'S

CELEBRATION

WEEKEND
14 - 16 AUGUST 2026

KESWICK CHRISTIAN CAMP
5 COOPER AVE, HOLDENS BAY, ROTORUA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ROBERT FALZON
LEADER OF AUSTRALIA'S menALIVE
AUTHOR 'lmportance of a present dad’

; ALL MEN W‘ELEDME
FRIDAY PM TO SUNDAY MIDDAY
MEALS & ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED

SAFE PARISH - SAFE GUARDING

; As Catholics we believe that every person is created in the
e s likeness and image of God. Therefore, we continue to
ensure that our parish is a place where everyone is treated
with respect and dignity. We foster an environment which
is welcoming, and in which all our parish whanau, including
our tamariki, rangatahi, kuia and kaumatua, feel safe. If you
have any complaints or concerns, our Safeguarding
Co-ordinator is Tania Starr and you can contact her wia
email: . You may
also contact the Mational Office for Professional Standards
D800 114 &42. You may also contact the Police 111.

Contact: Mike Lobo 021 280 9285
Greg Sulllvan Q21 437 747

“If you love me, keep my commands.
And | will ask the Father, and he will give
you another advocate to help you and Formation series by Fr. Kenson Koh

be with you forever - the Spirit of truth
John 14:15:21

Want to know more about Jesus?
Come along with your family and friends,
to learn more! For Catholics only.

How can | become more attentive

to the presence of the Date: 13 May to 24 June, every Wed
HOly SPH'IT each day’ o eg);;::npt 27 May (public holiday)
e:”'“ Venue: C2-1
Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew | Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak
Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz
Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg
Emall_: oﬁlce@avondalecathol|c.orq.nz Parish Office:
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale Phone: (09) 828 9309
School Principal: Kathryn Hira ue — Fri: 9.30am — 3.30pm
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  [Monday: Closed
Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 School Office:
Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001 | .
SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004 Phone: (09) 828 5599
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