
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 10th May 2026  
Readings: Acts 6: 1-7 | Ps. 33 | 1Peter 2: 4-9 | John 14: 1-12

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

Today’s Gospel is a continuation of last week’s Gospel: Jesus is speaking to His disciples at the Last  
Supper.  In  today’s  reading Jesus offers  encouragement  to  His  disciples,  who will  soon see Him 
crucified. He reassures them that even though He will leave them, He will not abandon them. Instead 
He will send them the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, through whom the disciples will continue to live in 
union with Jesus.

Jesus uses the term Advocate to describe the Holy Spirit, whom the disciples will receive. Another 
word used to describe the Holy Spirit is Paraclete, a legal term meaning “one who offers defence for 
another.”  Note  that  Jesus  says  that  He  will  send  “another  Advocate.”  Jesus  Himself  is  the  first 
advocate, interceding for His disciples with the Father.

In today’s reading Jesus contrasts His impending departure with the permanence of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus will leave to return to the Father, but the Holy Spirit will remain with the disciples.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the disciples will come to know and appreciate the unity of the Son 
and the Father. They will also understand that they too participate in the communion between the  
Father and the Son: “On that day you will realise that I am in my Father and you are in Me and I in 
you” (John 14:20).

Today’s reading is one example of the contrast that John’s Gospel presents between the community 
of  disciples,  to  whom  God  will  reveal  Himself,  and  the  unbelieving  world,  which  will  remain  in 
darkness. The unbelieving world cannot accept the “Spirit of truth,” whom the disciples will receive. 
Only through the Spirit will God’s revelation and love be known.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Renovations to Te Whau Hall: Renovations are well underway at the Parish Hall this week. We will 
continue to keep our parish community updated as jobs are being completed. The Working Bee will  
take place at a later stage – this is specifically to assist with the clean-up.

Parish Pledge Giving – Tax Receipts 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026: These are available for 
collection from the Chapel when you attend Mass. If you would 
like to collect your tax receipt from the Parish Office or have it 
emailed to you, please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz.

Parish  Pledge  Giving  via  Online  Banking  &  new  sets  of 
Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 May 2027): We have a 
limited  number  of  new  sets  of  Pledge  Giving  Envelopes, 
specifically  for  parishioners  who  wish  to  continue  using 
‘envelopes’  rather  than  online  banking.  If  you  would  like  to 
continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to 
online banking, please contact the Parish Office. Thank you.

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2026/04/CELEBRATING-SIXTH-SUNDAY-of-
EASTER.pdf 

Evangelion in conjunction with the Sydney Diocese, Hamilton 
Diocese and the John Paul II Centre for Life in Christchurch, is 
bringing  Mike  and  Alicia  Hernon  from The  Messy  Family 
Project to New Zealand. Mike and Alicia will be visiting a number 
of New Zealand locations, spreading their testimony on marriage 
and family  life  and  giving  insights  into  liturgical  living.  Please 
come and show your support for our ministry and theirs by attending one of their events below. 
For  more  details  visit: https:www.evangelion.co.nz. Auckland  event: "Q&A with  Mike  and  Alicia 

Hernon"  Sat  16th May 2026  -  2pm,  Sacred  Heart  Parish  Hall,  16  Vermont  Street,  Ponsonby, 

Auckland.
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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