
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ 3rd May 2026  
Readings: Acts 6: 1-7 | Ps. 33 | 1Peter 2: 4-9 | John 14: 1-12

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection

The readings for the last few Sundays have been about the Resurrection, but today’s Gospel takes us  
back in time to an event in Jesus’ life before His Passion. Jesus tells His disciples that He is going to 
prepare a place for them in His Father’s house. He promises that where He is going, His disciples will 
be able to follow. Thomas, who will later doubt the disciples’ reports that they have seen the Risen  
Lord, contradicts Jesus by saying that the disciples don’t know where Jesus is going or how to get  
there. Jesus explains that He Himself is the way, the truth, and the life. In knowing and loving Jesus, 
the disciples now love God the Father.

Philip then makes a request that challenges Jesus’ words. Philip wants Jesus to show the Father to 
the disciples. Recall that Jesus has just told His disciples, “If you know me, then you will also know 
my Father. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” As a good teacher, Jesus responds 
to Philip by repeating and elaborating on what He has just told the disciples: they have seen and 
known Jesus, so they have seen and known the Father. Then Jesus offers another reassurance about 
his departure: because of faith in God and in Jesus, the disciples will do the work that Jesus has done 
and more.

The connection between Jesus and his Father, between Jesus’ work and the work of the Father, is  
made clear in today’s Gospel. Jesus is in the Father, and God the Father is in Jesus. As God spoke 
His name to Moses, “I am,” so too Jesus speaks His name to His disciples: “I am the way and the 
truth and the life.”

The revelation of the Trinity is completed in the passage that follows today’s reading, and it is the 
Gospel  for  next  Sunday.  Because  Jesus  goes  away,  the  Father  will  send  in  Jesus’  name  the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will continue the work of the Father and of Jesus.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

Parish Working Bee in Te Whau Hall – postponed: Due to other jobs in the hall that need to take 
place first before a big clean-up, the Working Bee is postponed to a later stage. 

Parish Pledge Giving – Tax Receipts 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026: These are now available 
for collection from the Chapel when you attend Mass. If you would like to collect your tax receipt from 
the Parish Office or have it emailed to you, please email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz.

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 
May 2027): We now have the new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes. Please note that there is a 
limited number of new sets of envelopes for this year, as many of our parishioners have swapped to 
online banking. If you would like to continue using envelopes, or if you would like to swap over to 
online banking, please contact the Parish Office via email.

Theology of the Body: Book study/course using Dr Edward Sri’s Men, Women and the Mystery of 
Love – based on St John Paul II’s Love and Responsibility. This course is for young adults (18-35yrs)  
single, dating, engaged and married. Dates: Wed evenings starting 6 th May; Hillsborough, Auckland. 
For more information visit www.theologyofthebody.nz 

Welcome  to  KIDS  KORNER:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/

CELEBRATING-FIFTH-SUNDAY-of-EASTER.pdf 

Mass of The Neophytes: Bishop Steve invites all  those who will  be initiated into the Church at 
Easter, their families, and friends to return to the Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph for the Mass 
of Welcome on Sunday 24 May 2026 at 4.30pm. This is an opportunity to give thanks for the gift of 
faith and share with Bishop Steve in the celebration of the Eucharist.

The  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity falls on 17-24 May. Gather your people, join us and the 
other Christian Church communities to the Ecumenical Day of Prayer for Christian Unity 7:00pm on 
Friday 29th May 2026 at St John Presbyterian Church, 422 Mt Albert Road, Mt Roskill. Owairaka and 
Three Kings parishioners encouraged to attend. Let us respond to Christ' prayer to the Father, "That 
may they all be one." It is our calling to be synodal, to 'reshape' our ways to be Catholic.

St Michael’s Parish Remuera: Scripture Study: ‘THE EXODUS’ by Dr Dan Stollenwerk.  In the 
lead up to Pentecost Sunday, Dan will dive deep into the common themes that link Pentecost and the 
Book of Exodus.Please join us at St Michael’s: 4x Wednesday mornings 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th May.  
10:30am – 11:45am in the Parish Centre.  Followed by midday Mass  *  No registration required. 
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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