
Third Sunday of Easter ~ 19th April 2026  
Readings: Acts 2: 14, 22-28 | Ps. 16 | 1Peter 1: 17-21 | Luke 24: 13-35

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

  Gospel Reflection 
On most Sundays during the Easter season in Cycle A, our Gospel is taken from the Gospel of John. This 
week’s Gospel, however, is taken from the Gospel of Luke. As in last week’s Gospel, today’s Gospel shows 
us how the first community of disciples came to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead. In these stories 
we gain insight into how the community of the Church came to be formed.

When we read today’s Gospel, we may be surprised to learn that these friends of Jesus could walk and  
converse with Him at some length yet not recognize Him. Again we discover that the risen Jesus is not  
always easily recognised. Cleopas and the other disciple walk with a person whom they believe to be a 
stranger; only later do they discover that the stranger is Jesus. We learn that the first community met and 
recognised Jesus in the breaking of the bread, just as we meet Jesus in the Eucharist.

We can imagine the feelings of the two disciples in today’s reading. They are leaving their community in  
Jerusalem. Their friend Jesus has been crucified. Their hope is gone. They are trying to make sense of 
what has occurred, so that they can put the experience behind them.

Jesus Himself approaches the two men, but they take Him for a stranger. Jesus asks them what they are 
discussing. He invites them to share their  experience and interpretation of the events surrounding His 
crucifixion and death. When the two disciples have done so, Jesus offers His own interpretation of His  
crucifixion and resurrection, citing Jewish Scripture. In that encounter we find the model for our Liturgy of  
the Word – what we do each time we gather as a community for the Eucharist. We reflect upon our life 
experiences and interpret them in light of Scripture. We gather together to break open the Word of God.

In the next part of the story, we find a model for our Liturgy of the Eucharist.  The disciples invite the  
stranger (Jesus) to stay with them. During the meal in which they share in the breaking of the bread, the 
disciples’ eyes are opened; they recognise the stranger as Jesus. In the Eucharist too we share in the 
breaking of the bread and discover Jesus in our midst. Just as the disciples returned to Jerusalem to 
recount  their  experience  to  the  other  disciples,  we  too  are  sent  from our  Eucharistic  gathering.  Our 
experience of Jesus in the Eucharist compels us to share the story with others.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

FORMER POMPALLIER SCOUT GROUP, AVONDALE:  A Catholic scout leader is 
wanting help to obtain a scarf and name badge of this former scout group in our 
parish.  This is  part  of  a project  to record the history of  Catholic-sponsored scout 
groups  in  NZ.  Sewn  on 
the  scarf  would  have 
been the  badge used by 
Catholic  scout  groups  – 

see  image alongside.  If  you can help, 
please contact Edmund le Grelle, Ph 021 
2619369 or edmund@legrelle.co.nz.

Parish Pledge Giving –  Tax Receipts 
1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026: If you 
would  like  to  collect  your  Tax  Receipt 
from the Parish Office or have it emailed 
to you, please contact the Parish Office 
via email.

Parish  Pledge  Giving  via  Online 
Banking  &  new  sets  of  Pledge 
Envelopes  (17  May  2026  to  9  May 
2027): We  now  have  the  new  sets  of 
Pledge  Giving  Envelopes.  Please  note 
that there is a limited number of new sets 
of envelopes for this year, as many of our 
parishioners  have  swapped  to  online 
banking.  If  you  would  like  to  continue 
using envelopes, or if  you would like to 
swap  over  to  online  banking,  please 
contact the Parish Office via email.

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:
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Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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