
Second Sunday of Easter (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) ~ 12th April 2026  
Readings: Acts 2: 42-47 | Ps. 118 | 1Peter 1: 3-9 | John 20: 19-31

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

  Gospel Reflection 
The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on several occasions after they discovered 
that His tomb was empty. Part  of  the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that He appeared to His 
disciples not as a spirit but in bodily form. The bodily form was not one that the disciples recognised 
though. In John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala does not recognise that the figure standing before her is 
Jesus until He speaks to her. In Luke’s Gospel the disciples who meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
do  not  recognise  Him  until  He  breaks  bread  with  them.  The  resurrected  Jesus  had  a  physical 
presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognise Jesus unless He allowed them to. His resurrected body, 
nonetheless, showed the marks of His crucifixion.

From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in His resurrected body, Jesus seems to be 
free of physical constraints. He appears to the disciples despite the fact that the doors were locked.

Jesus greets His disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus 
commissions His disciples to continue the work that He has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I  
send you.” During the meeting, Jesus also shows the integral connection between forgiveness of sins 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The story of  Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today:  We are called to believe without 
seeing. In fact, all  Christians after the first witnesses have been called to believe without seeing. 
Thomas’s doubt is hardly surprising; the news of Jesus’ appearance was incredible to the disciples 
who  had  seen  Him  crucified  and  buried.  Thomas’s  human  nature  compelled  Him  to  want  hard 
evidence that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after His death was indeed the same Jesus  
who had been crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to act on that desire. He is our witness that 
Jesus is really risen.

Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that has preceded us, beginning with Thomas and the 
first  disciples.  Through Baptism we receive  the  same Holy  Spirit  that  Jesus  brought  to  the  first  
disciples. We are among those who are “blessed” because we believe without having seen.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

During his Easter message, Pope Leo invites everyone this weekend to join him in praying for 
peace in the world. In response, here is a short prayer for peace that you are welcome to  
recite,  asking for Our Lady’s intercession for peace, praying with Pope Leo and invoking 
peace in our own lives...

Jesus, Lord of our history, faithful companion and living presence,You who never tire of coming to 
meet us, here we are, in need of Your peace. We live in times of fear and division. Sometimes we act 
as if we were alone, Building walls that separate us from one another, forgetting that we are brothers  
and sisters. Send us Your Spirit, Lord, to rekindle within us, the desire to understand one another, to 
listen, to live together with respect and compassion. Give us the courage to seek paths of dialogue, 
to respond to conflict with gestures of fraternity, to open our hearts to others without fear of differ-
ences. Make us builders of bridges, able to overcome borders 
and ideologies,  able to see others through the eyes of  the 
heart, recognising in every person an inviolable dignity. Help 
us create spaces where hope can flourish, where diversity is 
not  a  threat,  but  a  richness  that  makes  us  more  human. 
Amen.

Happy Feast Day to our Divine Mercy Prayer Group!

Parish Pledge Giving – Tax Receipts 1st April 2025 to 31st 

March 2026: These will be available for collection from the 
Parish Office from Thursday next week during Parish Office 
hours.  If  you  would  like  your  Tax  Receipt  emailed  to  you, 
please contact the Parish Office via email.

Parish Pledge Giving via Online Banking & new sets of 
Pledge Envelopes (17 May 2026 to 9 May 2027): We now 
have the new sets of Pledge Giving Envelopes. Please note 
that there is a    limited number of new sets of envelopes for 
this year, as many of our parishioners have swapped to online 
banking. If you would like to continue using envelopes, or if 
you would like to swap over to online banking, please contact 
the Parish Office via email (office@avondalecatholic.org.nz).
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
Prayer Retreat for Women: ‘Prayer  and 

the Interior Life'  –  Friday 17th April,   6pm 
to  Sunday  19th  April  3pm  2026 –  with 
time for Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Reconciliation,  Personal  Prayer and 
Spiritual  Direction,  at  Hillsborough, 
Akld. Early  Bird  registration  and  details 
here: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz

Rise  up  and  Shine  Festival: Taste  the 
World,  Celebrate  the  Culture! 30th May, 
2026.  Starts  at  10am with  Thanks  giving 
Mass.  Followed  by  Social  Entertainment 
until 3pm.  Music, Zumba, Food stalls and 
Cultural Show.  Join us at the       Migrant 
Chaplaincy  Rise  Up  &  Shine  Festival, 
where  every  bite  tells  a  story  and  every 
dance spark joy.

Vacancy – Head of Pastoral Services – 
Catholic Diocese of Auckland: The Cath-
olic Diocese of Auckland is seeking a com-
mitted,  faith-filled  leader  to  support  the 
Bishop’s pastoral mission and provide stra-
tegic  leadership  across  diocesan  pastoral 
ministries. The role works closely with par-
ishes and communities to strengthen evan-
gelisation, formation, and pastoral life. Ap-
plicants must demonstrate a strong Catholic 
faith, senior pastoral leadership experience, 
and strategic capability. Full details and ap-
plication information available via the Dio-
cesan  website:  www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz. 
Applications close 30 April 2026.

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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