
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD’S PASSION ~ 5th April 2026  
Readings: Acts 10: 34, 37-43 | Ps. 118 | Colossians 3: 1-4 | John 20: 1-9

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Parish, 2134 Great North Road, Avondale, Auckland 0600

 Vision / Tirohanga
 Growing in Faith Together

 Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

 Goal / Whainga
 To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family

 Kokiritia te Oranga Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

  Gospel Reflection 
Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. 
Our Gospel today tells us about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us 
that they did not yet understand that Jesus had risen from the dead. Thus, the details provided are not 
necessarily meant to offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to reflect upon a most 
amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and his Resurrection.

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb was first discovered by women. This is  
notable because in first-century Jewish society women could not serve as legal witnesses. In the case 
of  John's  Gospel,  the  only  woman attending  the  tomb is  Mary  of  Magdala.  Unlike  the  Synoptic 
accounts, John's Gospel does not describe an appearance of angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is 
simply said to have observed that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs 
to alert Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that 
Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been raised 
from the dead.

Simon Peter  and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, presumably to verify  Mary's report.  The 
beloved disciple arrives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This detail paints a 
vivid picture, as does the detail  provided about the burial  cloths. Some scholars believe that the  
presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' body had not been 
stolen (it is understood that grave robbers would have taken the burial cloths together with the body).

The Gospel  passage concludes, however,  that  even having seen the empty tomb and the burial 
cloths, the disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrection. In the passage that follows, Mary 
of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings 
from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' Resurrection through His 
appearances to them. Our Easter faith is based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their 
continuing relationship with Jesus – in His appearances and in His gift of the Holy Spirit.
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~ News and Updates from the Parish and around the Diocese ~

A word from Fr Andrew…

Dear St Mary’s Parish,

As we celebrate the Easter Triduum, I extend to each and every one of you my and Fr Danko’s 
warmest wishes for a blessed and joyful Easter.

Soon we will be saying, “Christ is risen, alleluia!”

May His Resurrection fill our hearts with renewed faith and peace.

Unfortunately, this Easter our parish community has not been able to gather as usual. Many people 
will feel this loss desperately. These have been very difficult days, to say the least. 

Yet, even in the midst of these trials, the message of Easter speaks powerfully to us. The risen Christ  
reminds us that hope is never lost in God, and that Our Saviour is always at work bringing renewal 
and restoration to us all. 

I want to sincerely thank you for your patience and your prayers during this time.

May the peace and joy of the risen Lord be with you and your families this Easter and always.

Yours in Christ,
Fr Andrew and Fr Danko.

Please  note  that  there  will  be  NO 6.00pm MASS for  Avondale  Parish  at  Christ  the  King 
Church, Owairaka on Easter Sunday 5th April 2026.

NZ  Catholic:  The  latest  edition  of  the  monthly  diocesan  newsletter  NZ  Catholic  is  now 
available:https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/NZ-Catholic-Issue-12.pdf 

Parish  Pledge  Giving  via  Online  Banking: Due  to  our  current  situation  and  many  of  our 
parishioners having to attend Mass elsewhere, some have asked about our Parish Pledge Giving. If  
you would like to continue with your regular  contributions, we encourage you to change from using 
Pledge Envelopes to Online Banking instead. That way it doesn’t matter where you attend Sunday 
Mass, your regular contributions will continue for our parish of St. Mary’s Avondale, and we will still 
be able to issue a tax receipt to you at the end of the current financial year.  If you would like to 
change to online banking, please contact the Parish Office.

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/NZ-Catholic-Issue-12.pdf


~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~
Prayer Retreat for Women: ‘Prayer  and 

the Interior Life'  –  Friday 17th April,   6pm 
to  Sunday  19th  April  3pm  2026 –  with 
time for Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Reconciliation,  Personal  Prayer and 
Spiritual  Direction,  at  Hillsborough, 
Akld. Early  Bird  registration  and  details 
here: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz

Rise  up  and  Shine  Festival: Taste  the 
World,  Celebrate  the  Culture! 30th May, 
2026.  Starts  at  10am with  Thanks  giving 
Mass.  Followed  by  Social  Entertainment 
until 3pm.  Music, Zumba, Food stalls and 
Cultural Show.  Join us at the       Migrant 
Chaplaincy  Rise  Up  &  Shine  Festival, 
where  every  bite  tells  a  story  and  every 
dance spark joy.

Bishops  Lenten  Appeal: The  New 
Zealand  Bishops  are  encouraging  the 
Catholic community to prayerfully consider 
how  they  can  contribute  to  the  annual 
Lenten  Appeal.  The  appeal  supports  the 
work  of  Caritas  Aotearoa  New  Zealand, 
which  through  its  global  network  serves 
some of  our  world's  most  vulnerable  and 
needy  communities.  The  Bishops  explain 
that acts of Christian charity can change the 
lives of those who benefit from that charity, 
but also can transform those who give with 
generosity  —  according  to  their  own 
circumstances.  Find  out  more 
at www.caritas.org.nz/lent

Welcome to KIDS KORNER:
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~ News and Updates from around the Diocese ~

Parish Priest: Fr. Andrew Matthew   |   Assistant Priest: Fr. Danko Bizjak

Email: ppriest@avondalecatholic.org.nz

Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop Helg

Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysavondale

School Principal: Kathryn Hira

Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.nz  

Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000 

Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:

Phone: (09) 828 9309

Tue – Fri: 9.30am – 3.30pm

Monday: Closed

School Office:

Phone: (09) 828 5599
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