
 

coming Sunday, Easter Sunday (Solemnity with Octave)

Parish Priest: Pa Peter Tipene
Email: p  p  riest@avondalecatholic.org.nz  
Parish Secretary: Gwendoline Jessop
Email: office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 
Website: www.avondalecatholic.org.nz 
Facebook: ww  w  .facebook.com/stmarysavondale  
School Principal: Kathryn Hira
Email: principal@stmarysavondale.school.n  z    

    Pledge Giving Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-000
    Mass Offering Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-001

   SMACC Building Fund Account Number: 02-0108-0706996-004

Parish Office:
Phone: (09) 828 9309
Tue – Fri: 9.15am – 3.30pm
Monday: Closed

School Office:
Phone: (09) 828 5599

  
   

~ FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT ~ 18th February 2024 ~
Readings: Genesis 9: 8-15 | Ps 25 | 1Peter 3: 18-22 | Mark 1: 12-15
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St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
 2134 Great North Rd, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision / Tirohanga
Growing in Faith Together / Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

Goal / Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family / Kokiritia te Oranga

Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

 Gospel Reflection 
Time for Preparation | Te Wā mō te Takatū

Living in a Time of Transition...
Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan. The river was significant in Jewish culture as it marked the boundary point
for the leaving behind of the old and the start of a new, promised land. In that sense it marked a time of transition or
change. The Baptism of Jesus by John also marks the transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament.
Today we too live in a time of transition from a warming world to a boiling world.
Jesus said, “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” The
concept of repentance involves stopping what we are doing, turning around, and taking a new path or adopting a
different way. Jesus is that Way. To repent marks a time to start anew. Often in the Bible before prophets or leaders
are called to a great work, they must go through a time of testing or challenge. With Jesus it was no different. For
forty days He was tested in the wilderness. Unlike many prophets and leaders, Jesus overcame the trials and
temptations that came His way. We too need to take time to be prepared for the challenges of life. We need to be
ready to face temptation and whatever the Lord calls us into.
This passage of scripture marks the transition from the old way of God reaching the world – through the nation of
Israel – to the new way – through the person of God’s Son – Jesus Christ – and the people of God.
The good news of Christ involves radical transformation. A transformation, or changing of the guard, in our inner
lives.

Excerpt from Caritas Lent Reflection Programme 2024 – Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand
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~ SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT: 25 February 2024 ~
Readings: Genesis 22: 1-2, 9-13, 15-18 | Ps 116B | Romans 8: 31-34 | Mark: 9: 2-10              

                       Note: If you are unable to read/serve on the date that you are rostered, please contact the Parish Of-
fice via email:   office@avondalecatholic.org.nz
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