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~ TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME ~ 15th OCT 23 ~
Readings: Isaiah 25: 6-10 | Ps 23 | Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20 | Ma hew 22: 1-14

coming Sunday, Easter Sunday (Solemnity with Octave)

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
 2134 Great North Rd, Avondale, Auckland 0600

Vision / Tirohanga 
Growing in Faith Together / Oranga i roto i te Whakapono

Goal / Whainga
To Grow in Awareness as One Parish Family / Kokiritia te Oranga

Kotahitanga o te Whanau Whakapono

Gospel Reflection 

Immediately after criticising the religious leaders through the parable of the tenants in last Sunday’s
Gospel, Jesus proceeded to tell another parable, again directed at the religious leaders. We hear this
parable in today’s Gospel.

In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus offers an image of the kingdom of Heaven using the symbol
of a wedding banquet. In today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah and in today’s psalm, the Lord’s
goodness is evident in the symbol of a feast of good food and wine. Jesus’ listeners would have been
familiar  with the  image of  a  wedding  feast  as a  symbol  for God’s  salvation.  They  would  consider
themselves to be the invited guests. Keeping this in mind helps us to understand the critique Jesus
makes with this parable. The context for this parable is the growing tension between Jesus and the
Jewish religious  leaders in Jerusalem. This  has  been the case for  the  past  two Sundays and will
continue to be true for the next several weeks.

The parable Jesus tells is straightforward. The king dispatches his servants to invite the guests to the
wedding feast that he is planning for his son. The listeners would have been surprised to learn that the
first guests refused the invitation. Who would refuse the king’s invitation? A second dispatch of servants
follows. Again to the listeners’ great surprise, some guests ignore the invitation. Some of the invited
guests even go so far as to mistreat and kill the servants. The king invokes his retribution against these
murderers by destroying them and burning their city.

We might stop here for a moment. Why would some guests kill the servants sent to invite them to the
king’s wedding feast? It might be possible that the king was a tyrant, evidenced by the destruction of
the city of those who refused his invitation. But if we follow this idea, then the allegory seems to be
about something other than the kingdom of Heaven. It is more likely that the destruction of the city
would have been a powerful image corresponding to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70
A.D., which would have been an important event for Matthew’s audience.

With the invited guests now deemed unworthy to attend the king’s wedding feast, the servants are sent
to invite whomever they can find. The guests arrive, but it appears that accepting the king’s invitation
brings certain obligations. The guest who failed to dress in the appropriate wedding attire is cast out of
the feast. We are reminded that while many are invited to the kingdom of Heaven, not all are able to
meet its requirements. God invites us to His feast, giving us His salvation. Yet He asks us to repent for
our sins.

Jesus’ message in the parable cautions against exclusive beliefs about the kingdom of Heaven. The
parable also teaches about humility. Those who assume that they are the invited guests may find that
they have refused the invitation, and so others are invited in their place. To accept the invitation is also
to accept its obligations. God wants our full conversion in complete acceptance of His mercy.

Excerpt from www.loyolapress.com – Sunday Connection – Twenty Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year A)



coming Sunday, Easter Sunday (Solemnity with Octave)

~ TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME: 22 OCTOBER 2023 ~
Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 | Ps 96 | 1Thessalonians 1: 1-5 | Ma hew 22: 15-21

(Mission Sunday Collection)

Note: If you are unable to read/serve on the date that you are rostered, please contact the Parish Office via email:
office@avondalecatholic.org.nz 

coming Sunday, Easter Sunday (Solemnity with Octave)


